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Hippo, the leading theologian in the Western Church. The two reasons which he assigns for writing them are hardly consistent; in one place he says that he wrote them in answer to a request from, friends for a narrative of his earlier years, and in another that they were intended to moderate the enthusiasm of his admirers. Rousseau and Abelard, the other two illustrious literary penitents, are equally wanting in candour when they have to assign a reason for the heroic candour of their confessions. Abelard pretends to write for the consolation of a suffering friend, but very obviously has an interested aim. Rousseau sets out with a grandiose idea of ' describing a man in all the truth of nature'; after many pages the remark escapes him that so ugly a caricature of Jean Jacques is circulating in Paris and Geneva that he will probably gain by telling the whole truth, and so, as a German critic has said, ' he persuaded people he was virtuous by describing himself as vicious.' It must be stated that Augustine also had many enemies in 400, and serious calumnies were circulated about him in Africa, so that the Primate of Numidia had at first refused to ordain him.
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